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Synopsis	
 

The long history of orders and congregations has met a remarkable dynamic of 
metamorphosis and renewal in contemporary times, in political and ideological contexts 
marked by persecution, rejection and exclusion. It is a story of resistance and adaptation 
to new contexts and challenges, both in old Europe – where countless religious institutes 
of consecrated life have been created over the course of a millennium and a half of 
monastic history – and on the horizon of a world in the process of increasing 
globalisation. These institutions, which have their origins in the great movement of 
Christian monasticism that developed strongly at the dawn of the Middle Ages, have 
shown a significant capacity for recreation, reform and updating, seeking to overcome 
atavisms and meet the challenges of the Church and the political and cultural contexts 
of each time, as well as responding to the needs of the societies in which they were 
inserted.  

At the turn of the 18th century into the 19th century and especially during the 
1800s, we saw an extraordinary dynamism in women's consecrated life within the 
Catholic Church, with new foundations. Many of these new congregations had the idea 
of combining contemplative and active life, with the aim of contributing to the 
construction of better societies through educational and welfare activities, with the 
influence of Gospel values.  



 

The creation of the Congregation of the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary by 
Marie Rivier in France in 1796, a fruitful homeland for many orders and congregations, 
was part of a movement to renew consecrated life orientated towards what we can call, 
in today's language, educational, social and pastoral entrepreneurship of a feminine 
nature. Its foundation on the feast of the Presentation of Mary in the Temple was 
intended to emphasise the Marian inspiration and a feminine paradigm of being and 
acting in the Church and in the world, from a perspective of prayer and constructive 
action that builds a new humanity.  

The real boom in new institutes of consecrated life that has taken place over the 
last 200 years in Europe and around the world is an expression of the growing 
protagonism of female leaders, who have shown their competence in creating great 
institutions in the Church with a global projection, which have become relevant in the 
service of the societies in which they operate.  

The foundation of the Congregation of the Presentation of Mary in Funchal, the 
capital of the Madeira archipelago 100 years ago is part of a Portuguese context of 
resistance and persistence of models of consecrated life at the service of the Catholic 
Church and civil society in terms of education, solidarity and pastoral work.  

Much remains to be done to gain an enlightened understanding of the immense 
and complex history of orders and congregations in Portugal and their relationship with 
the world, given that our country has been a place of reception, foundation and 
projection of communities of consecrated life that have played a decisive role in 
settlement, in the building of heritage, in assistance, and also in education and culture. 
In fact, the history of the orders and congregations is an immense part of Portugal’s own 
history that has been forgotten and is unknown, that needs to be studied and deepened, 
due to their modelling influence, which is fundamental to understanding many areas of 
spirituality, education, solidarity, art and heritage, language and culture, as well as 
Portugal’s projection in the world.  

The Sisters of the Presentation of Mary, founded by Leontina d’Ornelas e 
Vasconcelos, whose religious name was Sister Maria da Santíssima Trindade, in 1925 – 
under the First Republic’s regime, which prohibited religious orders and congregations 
in Portugal – are part of this renewed presence of institutions of consecrated life with a 
strong service to society and the Church through educational, assistance and 
evangelisation projects.  

The ability observed in 100 years to establish a women’s congregation from 
Europe in an unfavourable context from an ideological and political point of view, and 
to create a network of service communities in various parts of our country, also 
contributing to the projection of religious outside Portugal and in missions ad gentes, 
deserves the promotion of in-depth and comprehensive knowledge, in order to 
understand the dimension and relevance of the intervention of so many women who 
gave their lives to a great ideal with social, political, cultural and religious implications. 



 

The purpose of the international congress we are proposing is to contribute to a 
comprehensive and contextualised knowledge, bringing together experts from various 
fields of knowledge and different geographies. The aim is the sharing of scientific 
research and critical reflection on the past, present and future of the Sisters of the 
Presentation of Mary in Portugal, in relation to the different countries where they have 
established themselves and in which they carry out their transformative action. 
 
 
 
 
 
	
Keynote	Speakers1			
 
Origem familiar e percurso de vida da fundadora das Irmãs da Apresentação de Maria 
na Madeira: A Irmã Maria da Santíssima Trindade (Leontina d’Ornelas e Vasconcelos) 
 Ana Cristina Trindade (Aberta University) 
 
As Irmãs da Apresentação de Maria no âmbito da evolução política em relação às ordens 
e congregações entre a I República e o Estado Novo 

António Araújo (NOVA University Lisbon) 
 
Competências digitais, inteligência artificial e desafios da educação 
 António Moreira (Aberta University) 
 
Anticongreganismo e resistência na I República: A fundação de novas congregações 

Artur Villares (Research Centre for the study of Population, Economy and 
Society) 

 
A inteligência artificial e a educação do futuro 
 Carlos Fiolhais (University of Coimbra) 
 
Congregação da Apresentação de Maria no Brasil: Ação educativa, apostólica e solidária 
 Fernanda Cristina Santos (Federal University of Amapá) 
 
Desafios futuros da educação nos colégios católicos 
 Fernando Magalhães (Portuguese Association of Catholic Schools) 
 
 

 
1 Some of these guest names are s/ll subject to confirma/on. 



 

Educação e assistência das Irmãs da Apresentação de Maria em Portugal 
 Isabel Drumond Braga (University of Lisbon) 
 
Da vida monástica feminina às congregações contemporâneas: Contemplação e ação 
 Isabel Morujão (University of Porto) 
 
Desafios da educação de crianças e jovens e futuro do atual modelo pedagógico: O caso 
das instituições educativas da Congregação da Apresentação de Maria em Portugal 

Jacinto Jardim (Aberta University) 
 
As Irmãs da Apresentação de Maria na história das ordens e congregações na Madeira 
 José Eduardo Franco (Aberta University) 
 
As Irmãs da Apresentação de Maria na Suíça: Apostolado e educação 

José Luís de Almeida Monteiro (Dominican Order in Switzerland) 
 
Presente e futuro da educação e da cultura na Igreja Católica 

José Tolentino Mendonça (Pontifical Council for Culture) 
 
Princípios da educação do futuro 

Josep Maria Esquirol (University of Barcelona) 
 
Literaturas e congregações religiosas na Madeira 
 Luísa Paolinelli (University of Madeira) 
 
Congreganismo e renovação católica nos séculos XIX e XX 

Manuel Clemente (Portuguese Catholic University) 
 
Processos de canonização e política da santidade dos fundadores de ordens e 
congregações religiosas: O caso da Congregação da Apresentação de Maria 
 Manuel Saturino Gomes (Tribunal of the Roman Rota of the Holy See) 
 
Apresentação de Maria e as ordens de espiritualidade mariana  
 Marco Daniel Duarte (Department of Studies of the Shrine of Fatima/Aberta 

University) 
 
As educandas das ordens e congregações religiosas 
 Maria Luísa Jacquinet (Autonomous University of Lisbon) 
 
Educação católica e comunicação social 

Paulo Rocha (Ecclesia Agency) 



 

 
O nascimento das Irmãs da Apresentação de Maria em França: Contextos e ideário 

Pierre Antoine Fabre (École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales) 
 
Ação e inovação educativa da Congregação da Apresentação de Maria nos EUA: Escola 
e universidade 
 Rector of Rivier University 
 
Bispos da Madeira e ordens e congregações religiosas 
 Rui Carita (University of Madeira) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



 

Call	for	Papers		
We invite interested scholars to submit paper proposals for this congress, to be framed 
within the following thematic strands: 
 
International History of the Congregation of the Presentation of Mary  
Political, Ideological, Religious and Cultural Contexts  
Charism by the Sisters of the Presentation of Mary  
Pedagogical Ideas  
Pedagogical Action and Educational Institutions  
Solidarity Projects  
Apostolic Action  
Figures, Leaders and Services  
Present and Future Challenges and New Educational Models  
Religious Congregations and the Future of the Church and the World 
 
Deadline: Proposals for paper abstracts (up to 1200 characters), with 5 keywords, 
accompanied by a brief CV (up to 700 characters), in Portuguese and English, should be 
sent by 15th December 2024, on the form https://forms.gle/uL1mazL6XsKockpS6 
 
 
 
Calendar	
10th January 2025: Announcement of the communication proposals approved by the 
congress's International Scientific Committee 
 
30th January 2025: Announcement of the congress’s general scientific programme 
 
 
 
 
Progressive Registration Fee 
 
Self-proposed communications:  250€  
 
Registration for teacher training course: 
50€ (until 31st December 2024); 100€ (until 30th April 2025); 130€ (until 30th June 2025); 170€ (until 
the days of the congress) 
 
Registration to attend with certificate: 
40€ (until 31 December 2024); 80€ (until 30 April 2025); 100€ (until 30 June 2025); 130€ (until the days 
of the congress) 

https://forms.gle/uL1mazL6XsKockpS6


 

Student enrolment with certificate: 
10€ (until 31 December 2024); 30€ (until 30 April 2025); 50€ (until 30 June 2025); 80€ (until the days of 
the congress) 
 
Registration: https://forms.gle/uL1mazL6XsKockpS6 
  
Information: centenarioam@externatoam.com 
 
 
 
 
Congress	Organisation	Chart	
 
COMMITTEE OF HONOUR 
President of the Republic 
President of the Portuguese Bishops' Conference 
Representative of the Republic in the Autonomous Region of Madeira 
President of the Legislative Assembly of the Autonomous Region of Madeira 
Prefect of the Dicastery for Institutes of Consecrated Life and Societies of Apostolic Life 
Apostolic Nuncio in Portugal 
President of the Conference of Religious Institutes of Portugal 
Mother General of the Congregation of the Presentation of Mary 
Bishop of Setúbal 
Bishop of Funchal 
Bishop Emeritus of Nacala 
President of the Regional Government of Madeira 
Minister of Education 
Mayor of Calheta 
Mayor of Funchal 
Mayor of Santa Cruz 
Rector of Universidade Aberta 
Rector of Rivier University 
Rector of the University of Madeira 
Regional Secretary for Education 
President of the Portuguese Association of Catholic Schools 
Director of the National Secretariat for Christian Education 
 
 
 
 
 

https://forms.gle/uL1mazL6XsKockpS6
mailto:centenarioam@externatoam.com


 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
President: Conceição Malho (Congregation of the Presentation of Mary) 
Vice-President: Eugénio Perregil (Centre for Studies and Development in Education,  

Culture and Social) 
 
Carlos Barradas (Aberta University) 
Carolina Grilo (European Institute of Cultural Sciences Father Manuel Antunes) 
Cristiana Lucas Silva (Aberta University) 
Florentino Franco (European Institute of Cultural Sciences Father Manuel Antunes) 
Maria José Faria (Congregation of the Presentation of Mary) 
Paula Carreira (Aberta University) 
Rui Maia Rego (Aberta University) 
Susana Alves-Jesus (Aberta University) 
 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 
President: José Eduardo Franco (Aberta University) 
Vice-President: Isabel Morujão (University of Porto) 
 
Ana Cristina Trindade (Aberta University) 
Annabela Rita (University of Lisbon) 
Antónia Conde (University of Évora) 
António Pedro Barbas Homem (University of Lisbon) 
Artur Villares (ISLA) 
Carlos Moreira Azevedo (Pontifical Commission for Sacred Archaeology) 
Célia Tavares (Rio de Janeiro State University) 
Christine Vogel (University of Vechta) 
Creômenes Tenório Maciel, sj (Catholic University of Pernambuco) 
Eugénia Abrantes (Institute for Advanced Studies in Catholicism and Globalisation) 
Fernanda Cristina Santos (Federal University of Amapá) 
Filomena Andrade (Aberta University) 
Henrique Manuel Pereira (Portuguese Catholic University) 
Ioan Dura (Ovidius University of Constanta) 
Isabel Drumond Braga (University of Lisbon) 
Jacinto Jardim (Aberta University) 
Jeffrey Scott Childs (Aberta University) 
João Inglês Fontes (NOVA University Lisbon) 
João Lemos Baptista (University of Madeira) 
João Paulo Oliveira e Costa (NOVA University Lisbon) 
José Carlos Miranda (Portuguese Catholic University) 



 

Luís Machado de Abreu (University of Aveiro) 
Luísa Paolinelli (University of Madeira) 
Manuel Saturino Gomes (Portuguese Catholic University) 
Manuela Pereira (Centre for Studies and Development in Education, Culture and Social) 
Maria João Coutinho (NOVA University Lisbon) 
Maria Teresa Lopes Pereira (NOVA University Lisbon) 
Mariagrazia Russo (International University of Rome) 
Nelson Veríssimo (University of Madeira) 
Paula Marie Buley, IHM (Rivier University) 
Paulo Mendes Pinto (Lusophone University) 
Pedro Caridade de Freitas (University of Lisbon) 
Pierre Antoine Fabre (École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales) 
Porfírio Pinto (Aberta University) 
Rui Carita (University of Madeira) 
Sílvia Ferreira (NOVA University Lisbon) 
Steffen Dix (Aberta University) 
Vítor Teixeira (Fernando Pessoa University) 
 
 
EXECUTIVE SECRETARIAT 
Irene Santos (Congregation of the Presentation of Mary) 
Isabel Paulina Gouveia (Centre for Studies and Development in Education, Culture and 
Social)  
Milene Alves (Aberta University) 
 
 
ORGANISING INSTITUTIONS 
Congregação da Apresentação de Maria 
Externato da Apresentação de Maria no Funchal 
 
 
PROMOTING SCIENTIFIC INSTITUTIONS 
CEG-UAb – Centro de Estudos Globais da Universidade Aberta 
Cátedra UNESCO/CIPSH de Estudos Globais da Universidade Aberta  
 
 
ASSOCIATED INSTITUTIONS 
APEC – Associação Portuguesa de Escolas Católicas 
CEDECS – Centro de Estudos e Desenvolvimento de Educação, Cultura e Social 
ADEGI – Associação para o Desenvolvimento dos Estudos Globais e Insulares 
IEAC-GO – Instituto de Estudos Avançados em Catolicismo e Globalização 



 

IECCPMA – Instituto Europeu de Ciências da Cultura Padre Manuel Antunes 
IURIS – Instituto de Investigação Interdisciplinar da Faculdade de Direito da 
Universidade de Lisboa 
 


